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Tab.1 Variation coefficient of floating population
in different levels of cities in China from 2011 to 2017

By IR AT =R Ul gkl
2011 0.34 0.19 0.38 0.25 0.38
2012 0.41 0.26 0.40 0.23 0.43
2013 0.64 0.08 0.32 0.26 0.40
2014 0.65 0.03 0.41 0.22 0.42
2015 0.65 0.02 0.39 0.28 0.35
2016 0.59 0.13 0.42 0.19 0.45
2017 0.59 0.12 0.43 0.21 0.45
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Fig.1 Proportion of the floating

population between provinces, cities and counties
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Fig.2 Correlation between

urban rank and flow range in China
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Tab.2 Determinative force of each influencing factor of graded cities on the total floating population across provinces
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Tab.3 Influence of various factors on floating population after interaction
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Spatio-temporal Characteristics and
Influencing Factors of Urban Floating Population in China

XUE Caixia , WANG Lucang , CHANG Fei
( College of Geography and Environment Science, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of the national health and family planning commission from 2011 to 2017, the
spatial and temporal pattern of urban floating population and its influencing factors in China were systematically in—
vestigated. The results show that regional inequality is further strengthened, convergence and dispersion are becom—
ing more and more obvious, mobility is positively correlated with urban scale, and urban agglomeration and core
cities are still polarization centers of floating population. The flow range is related to the height of urban attraction
field. The higher the city level is, the more likely it is to flow between provinces; the less obvious the distance at—
tenuation is; the lower the level is, the more likely it is to flow within the city; and the more obvious the geograph—
ical proximity effect is. The flow time shows a pattern of short term (1 ~2 years) and long term ( more than 7
years) coexistence. The short term increases with the city level, while the long term decreases with the city level.
Agricultural household registration is still the main body of the floating population. “three low levels and one high
level” ( younger age, less education, less skilled employment and more gender) are the most basic demographic
characteristics of the floating population although they are different in different levels of cities. Economic factors still
play a leading role in population mobility.

Key words: urban floating population; spatial4emporal characteristics; attributive characteristics; influence

factor; China
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