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Table 1 The occupational classification and characteristics of floating population in China
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Table 2 The influencing factors of the RIR of floating population in

China
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Fig.1 Spatial pattern of the RIR for different occupations of floating population in 2012
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Fig.2 Spatial pattern of the RIR for different occupations of floating population in 2016
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Fig.3 Spatial evolution pattern of the RIR for different occupations of floating population from 2012 to 2016
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Table 3 The detection result of factors influencing the RIR for different occupations of floating population in China
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The Spatial-Temporal Evolution and Driving Factors of Floating Population's
Rent Income Ratio in Prefectural City of China

Li Zaijun', Yin Shanggang’, Zhang Xiaogi’, Qin Xingfang®

(1.Research Institute of Centiral Jiangsu Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225009, Jiangsu, China; 2.School of Geogra-
phy Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China; 3.School of Finance, Zhejiang University of Finance and
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Abstract: Floating population is the core subject and main contributor to China's urbanization process. Howev-
er, due to poor employment stability and low income, floating population rely mainly on renting houses and be-
comes the main force of rental demand, which brings opportunities and challenges for Chinese real estate mar-
ket. While the rent-to-income ratio is an important indicator describing the relationship between residential
rent and income, and is also an important indicator reflecting the ability of residents to pay for rent and the op-
erational status of the regional residential leasing market. In this context, this paper analyzes the spatio-tempo-
ral evolution characteristics and driving forces of the rent-to-income ratio of different occupational migrants in
China's prefecture-level cities from 2012 to 2016. The results show: 1) The rent-to-income ratio of floating
population shows obvious spatial differentiation pattern of ‘high east and low west, south high and low north’.
The four occupational types of high and higher rent-to-income ratio of floating population are concentrated in
the developed coastal areas and the capital cities of the central and western regions. 2) The rent-to-income ratio
of four occupational types’ floating population has gradually formed a pyramid structure, and the inter-region-
al difference of the rent-to-income ratio of each occupational type has tended to narrow, but the rent-to-income
ratio of commercial personnel, professional technicians, civil servants, production, transportation, construction
personnel and service personnel has increased in a hierarchical manner. 3) The rent-to-income ratio the floating
population has evolved toward the level of rationalization. However, the rent-to-income ratio of different types
varies from one occupation to another. In all occupational types, the rent-to-income ratio in the eastern devel-
oped cities tends to shift downwards and change smoothly. The central region exhibits a mosaic pattern of
downward transfer type, stationary type, and upward transfer type. The western region is dominated by the sta-
tionary type, and supplemented by the upward transfer type. 4) Economic factors, demographic factors, social
factors and expectational factors exert an decreasing impact on the rent-to-income ratio of floating populations,
while consumption levels, tenant households, real estate investment density, population attractiveness and in-
come levels are the main influencing factors of the income rent ratio. However, the explanatory power of each
influencing factor on the rent-to-income ratio decreases with the increase of occupational income level.

Key words: urban floating population; rent-to-income ratio; occupation type; geographical detector





