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Study of the Difference in the Coordination Between Habitat
Environment and Economic Development in the Central Cities

of the Yangtze River Economic Belt and Its Influencing Factors

ZHANG Da

College of Ecology and Environment . Institute of Disaster Prevention, Sanhe Hebei 065201, China

Abstract: In order to accurately determine the development status of the central cities in the Yangtze River
Economic Belt and their causes, and to construct a comprehensive evaluation index system for urban hu-
man settlement and economic development, this paper evaluates and analyzes the changing trends and
differences in the degree of coordination between the human settlement environment and economic develop-
ment of the three central cities of Shanghai, Wuhan, and Chongqing during the 9th Five-Year Plan period
to the 12th Five-Year Plan period. The results showed a coniderably big difference in the degree of coordi-
nation between the human settlement environment system and the economic system in the central cities of
the upper, middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River Economic Belt during the 9th Five-Year Plan pe-
riod to the 12th Five-Year Plan period. The overall coordination of Shanghai was relatively better than that
of Wuhan and Chongqing. With the exception of the 15th Five-Year Plan period, the overall situation of
Shanghai was relatively stable. Both Wuhan and Chongqing suffered from uncoordinated living environ-
ment and economic development during the study period. The coordination degree of the two cities fluctua-
ted during the 9th and 15th Five-Year Plan periods. Wuhan’s overall coordination was lower than that of
Chongqging and Shanghai during the 12th Five-Year Plan period. Geographic exploration and analysis of the
influencing factors for the difference in the degree of coordination indicated that of all the indicators of eco-
nomic development of a city, its industrial structure, economic strength and residents’ income and con-
sumption levels had different influences on the degree of coordination. The economic development indica-
tors of Shanghai and Chongqing were in a positive correlation with their coordination degree, while the e-
conomic development status of Wuhan had but a slight influence on its coordination degree.

Key words: Yangtze River Economic Belt; central city; human settlement environment; economic develop-

ment; coordination degree
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