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“The Belt and Road” Initiative and

the Spatial-temporal Evolution of Regional Openness

SI Lijuan
(School of Economics/Research Center for the Silk Road Economic Belt, Lanzhou University,

Lanzhou, Gansu, 730000, PRC)

[Abstract] “The Belt and Road” initiative has a great influence on the opening pattern of China and all the
provinces in China. This paper discusses foreign trade, foreign investment and international tourism,
foreign exchange income data, the opening degree of foreign exchange in Gansu from 2010 to 2016, and
analyses the spatial distribution of opening to the outside world, the spatial correlation of each region’s
opening to the outside world, and the driving mechanism by using the geographic detector model. The
conclusions are: 1) Its average opening degree shows a “decline-rising” trend; 2) Its distribution
pattern of opening to the outside world from high to low is “Pyramid”; 3) Its spatial pattern of opening
up to the outside world is “west high, east low and middle balance”; 4) Its development of the opening
of the region is relatively independent. After the implementation of “the Belt and Road” initiative, there
are some regional agglomeration phenomena; 5) The main factors affecting its development of opening to
the outside world are the level of economic development, the urban attraction, the convenience of opening
to the outside world, and the scale of the second industry.
[Key words | “the Belt and Road”; Gansu; opening to the outside world; spatial difference
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