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Tab.2 Structural indicators for tourist nodes of Chinese tourists to Thailand
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Tab.3 Detection result of network index influence factor intensity (value)

Y
0.2381 0.7845 0.3580 0.2982 0.7052 0.4136 0.0613
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A study on the network structure of Chinese tourists”
traveling to Thailand and its formation mechanism

RUAN WEN-qi, ZHANG SHU-ning, ZHENG XIANG-min
(Tourism College, Huagiao University, Quanzhou 362021, China)

Abstract: Taking the tourist route of Chinese mainland residents to Thailand
as the research object, through the tourism sharing community website, the
tourist route of the whole year in 2016 is collected, the tourism flow is di-
rected to the network, the social network method is used to analyze the struc-
tural characteristics of the tourist flow network, and the formation mechanism
of the tourist flow network is analyzed by the geographic detector. The study
shows that: 1 China®s tourism network in Thailand has a circular radial
shape, forming a spatial structure of circular tourism flow with Bangkok as
the core and multi-base point to the surroundings. The network density and the
center potential are low, the network connection is relatively loose and the
hot and cold spots are obvious. 2 Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Pattaya, Phuket and
Baixian are among the Chinese tourists traveling to Thailand. The core of the
network is close to the core area and the marginal area. 3 The key location
of the network is to travel to Thailand tourism center. 4 The destinations of
Chinese tourists travelling to Thailand are divided into five categories, and
the number of marginal tourist destination are too much. 5 Tourism reception
capacity, tourism resources, tourism destination visibility and social securi-
ty are the main factors influencing the formation of tourism flow network
structure.

Key words: tourism network; outbound tourism; network characteristics; geo-
graphical detector; Thailand
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