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Abstract: A prerequisite for implementing China's New Type Urbanization is the comprehensive understand-

ing of land urbanization's characteristics and underlying mechanisms. In this regard, a major challenge is

how to identify the dominant drivers of land urbanization for targeted management. Adding to existing ap-

proaches (e.g., qualitative analysis, univariate regression and econometric modeling) that are not sufficient

enough to addressing the spatial dimension of land urbanization, the present study adopted a multi-method

approach that combines geo-spatial auto-correlation analysis, optimized hot/cold spot analysis and geo-detec-

tor analysis. The methodology was demonstrated through a county-scale case study of Jiangsu Province in

the economically developed eastern China, by using fairly accessible land use change cadastral data and so-

cioeconomic data.
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Fig.1 Spatial Pattern and Hot/cold Spots of the Land Urbanization in Jiangsu in 2014
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